
SEXUAL ORIENTATION



What is it? 
What is the difference between sex and 

gender?

Sex- Person’s biological status typically 
categorized as male, female, or 
intersex

Gender- The feelings & behaviors that a 
given culture associates with a 
person’s sex



Sexual Orientation
Sexual Orientation- The sex and/or gender 

to which a person has a physical 
and/or emotional attraction

Heterosexual- Attracted to members of the 
opposite sex 

Heterosexism- Prejudice and/or 
discrimination against non-
heterosexual people based on the 
assumption of what “normal” is
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Video

Video:
Human Sexuality is 
Complicated

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=xXAoG8vAyzI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xXAoG8vAyzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xXAoG8vAyzI




LGBTQ+A
Homosexual- attracted to members of one’s 

own sex.  Lesbian-female. Gay- Male

Bisexual- Attracted to members of both 
sexes

Transgender- Umbrella term to refer to 
people who do not identify with their 
birth sex or the binary gender 
system 



“Queer”
Originally meaning “strange” or 

“peculiar”, started off to mock 
homosexuals by reclaimed in the 
1980s 

Now can be used as umbrella term for the 
LGBTQA community 

Term that may be used to reject conformist 
gender identities & create one 
without any labels or categories 



Terms

Asexual- Someone who does not 
experience sexual attraction



Discuss

Are gender & sexual 
orientation labels more 

helpful or harmful?  
Explain 
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Homophobia
The irrational fear of homosexual people & 

behavior that is based on this 
aversion 

Matthew Shepard- Gay student at the 
University of Wyoming.  He was 
beaten tortured & tied to a fence & 
left to die in 1998
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