
What is the U.S.'s relationship with 
Spain?

INVESTIGATE



2.3

The Spanish American War  



As a Young Historian, I will be able to…
•Explain the causes of the Spanish-American War. 
• Identify major battles of the war. 
•Describe the effects of the war. 
•Explain the Philippine Insurrection.



Causes of the War

America had set up sugar plantations in Cuba, & 

the Cubans rebelled against Spanish rule 

Jose Marti launched a war for independence 

against Spain & war broke out

Soon American property was destroyed & Americans 

sympathized with the Cubans

Pulitzer & Hearst would play into the publics dislike of 

Spain with Yellow Press- Publications featuring a 

hero called The Yellow Kid to boost sympathy 



Causes Continued 
President McKinley warns Spain to establish peace or 

the U.S. would intervene  

A letter is infiltrated by Hearst calling McKinley 

weak. “Worst Insult to the U.S. in its History!”

Jingoism- Aggressive nationalism & admiration for 

one’s own country  

The warship Maine explodes in Havana harbor in 

Cuba, leading the U.S. to War! 



War in the Philippines 

George Dewey fires upon the Spanish forces in the 

Philippines, annihilating them!

Emilio Aguinaldo fought a revolution in the 

Philippines for freedom against Spain

The U.S. had a victory in the Philippines, but struggled 

in Cuba as they were poorly trained 

The Rough Riders led by Teddy Roosevelt were a 

calvary of “rugged westerners” found great 

success 



The Rough Riders



IMOW: What Makes A War Story Heroic?



American Forces Defeat the Spanish

Analyze Maps Why did American forces likely launch their attack on 
the Philippines from the British port city of Hong Kong?



Turning Point 
Spain eventually surrenders with only 3,000 American 

deaths (mostly from disease) 

Treaty of Paris- Ended the war & Spain gives up 

territories & sells the Philippines to the U.S. 

The U.S. would open Guam as an important fueling 

base. 

Many Americans would argue about the control of 

the Philippines  



American Forces Defeat the Spanish

Analyze Graphs What threat posed the greatest danger to 
U.S. forces during the Spanish-American War?



The War as a Turning Point

Analyze Information How did the Spanish-American War 
contribute to the rise of the United States as a world 

power?



The War as a Turning Point

Analyze Political Cartoons What does the portrayal of the territories 
on the wall poster imply about American involvement in those 

regions?



Effects of Expansionsim

Emilio Aguinaldo would try to form an 

insurrection, rebellion, on U.S. rule

Guerrilla warfare- form of nontraditional warfare 

generally involving small bands of fighters 

attacking behind enemy lines 

While Aguinaldo was eventually captured, the war in the 

Philippines claimed 5,000 American lives 

William Howard Taft would govern the Phillipines 

bringing important improvements & a promise of 

independence one day 



IMOW: What was the most important outcome of the war? BE 

PREPARED TO DISCUSS!



Effects of U.S. Expansionism in the Philippines

Analyze Information How did American investment in Cuba 
in the early 1900s affect the level of sugar production in 

Cuba?




	Slide 1: What is the U.S.'s relationship with Spain?     
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: The Rough Riders
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17

